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The green algae afford an excellent example of the tendency of
evolution to produce a radiating development and for a simple
organism to develop along various lines. The common ancestry of
the various lines indicates a similarity in protoplasm which is re-
flected in each line in the capacity for complex development, in the
differentiation of vegetative and reproductive parts, and in the
evolution of the differentiation of sexuality.

Fie. 567. A branch of Chora bearing & large oval oogonium and below this a
rounded antheridium.   (x 50)
ORDER CHARALES
Chora
General characteristics. Chara is a highly developed green
plant which is common in fresh waters (Fig. 566). The vegetative
portion is much branched and is anchored to the substratum by
small branched filaments known as rhizoids. The growth of Chara
in length is due to a single apical cell (Fig. 566). The branches
are of three kinds. The main branches are alike and of indeter-